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Introduction

The Jena Manuscripts are a collection of codices of four-part choral music in the
form of part-books. From the description accompanying the online facsimile of
manuscript 34 provided at the “Digital Image Archive of Medieval Music,

“Copied for the All Saints Church in Wittenberg (GerkPC). JenaU 30, 31, 32,
33, 34, 35, and 36 form a complex of related sources. They all originated in
Saxony, in contrast to the group made up of JenaU 2, 3, 4,5, 7, 8,9, 12, 20,
21, and 22, which originated at the Netherlands court in Brussels/Mechlin.
However, the later history of both groups is the same: in 1547 they were
taken to Weimar, the place of retirement of the deposed Elector of Saxony,
Johann Friedrich I, as part of the latter's court library. The following year, the
collection was transferred to Jena to become the foundation of the library of
the Hochschule (later Jena University) founded by Johann Friedrich.”

All of the 171 pieces in this huge collection are anonymous. Circumstantial
evidence suggests that Adam Rener (c.1485-c. 1520) was involved in producing
the collection and stylistically they all seem to be the work of one composer.

The present edition selects 8 Magnificats transcribed from this manuscript and sets
them for viol consort comprising treble, tenor, tenor or bass, and tenor or bass bass
viols. The original keys of the pieces fit these instruments exceptionally well and a
transposition was needed in only one instance. Ficta sharps have been added when
voices approach a cadence by step as was the expectation of singers at the time.

In the event of (inevitable) errors in the transcription, players may wish to check
the facsimile that can be found at: https://www.diamm.ac.uk/sources/1234/

Dick Yates
Salem, Oregon
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