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Notes 
 

Marbrianus de Orto (1460-1529) was a Dutch composer of the extraordinarily prolific 
Franco-Flemish school. He spent most of his career in Rome and served in the same 
court as Josquin des Pres with whom he likely collaborated. He composed masses, 
motets and chansons and was one of the first to have his works printed rather than just 
manually copied.  

This edition of the Missa Dominicalis is based on the excellently preserved facsimile 
of the publication by Petrucci (Venice, 1505), that resides in the Bavarian State 
Library. A sample of one page of the facsimile appears on the previous page.  

The mass is set for four voices with a rather narrow pitch range. This means that 
performance by many combinations of instruments is possible, and so this edition 
provides two versions: the first at the original pitch and that most naturally sits on 
treble, tenor, tenor and bass viol consort but allows some substitutions; the second 
version is transposed a perfect fourth lower and is playable by many combinations. 
Each version has a table of all the movements listing the instruments that are possible 
on each part. Whatever random combination of four viol players you happen across 
will almost certainly find music to play. 
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Notes 

Marbrianus de Orto (1460-1529) was a Dutch composer of the extraordinarily prolific 
Franco-Flemish school. He spent most of his career in Rome and served in the same 
court as Josquin des Pres with whom he likely collaborated. He composed masses, 
motets and chansons and was one of the first to have his works printed rather than just 
manually copied.  

This edition of the Missa Dominicalis is based on the excellently preserved facsimile 
of the publication by Petrucci (Venice, 1505), that resides in the Bavarian State 
Library. A sample of one page of the facsimile appears on the previous page.  

The mass is set for four voices with a rather narrow pitch range. This means that 
performance by many combinations of instruments is possible, and so this edition 
provides two versions: the first at the original pitch and that most naturally sits on 
treble, tenor, tenor and bass viol consort but allows some substitutions; the second 
version is transposed a perfect fourth lower and is playable by many combinations. 
Each version has a table of all the movements listing the instruments that are possible 
on each part. Whatever random combination of four viol players you happen across 
will almost certainly find music to play. 
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October 2024 
www.musicforviols.org  
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