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Introduction

Leonel Power is hardly remembered today, in part due to the small number of his
works that have survived over the centuries — about 40 altogether. But in the early
15th century his reputation was the equal of John Dunstable’s. He wrote mostly
motets and sections of the Mass and he is the composer best represented in the Old
Hall Manuscript, compiled starting about 1410, was one of the only undamaged
sources of English music from the early 15th century. This is the most significant
source of late 14th and early 15th English sacred music. Of the 148 pieces, 21 are
attributed to “Leonel” as he was known.

While the music itself has the forms, textures and notation of its time, straddling
the Late Medieval and Early Renaissance periods, it also hints at the revolutionary
developments to come and, in some instances, exhibits a remarkable harmonic
vocabulary that would become common only a hundred years later. Consider this
excerpt from 40. Beata Progenies:
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The harmonic progression to a IV-V-I cadence, with full triads and impeccable
voice leading were unknown and unforeseen at the time outside of Power’s works.

The end of 109. Sanctus shows another landmark in music history, albeit an
unknown one:
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The middle voice splits in two in order to provide complete triads as the final two
chords of the piece. Absent any counterexamples, is this the first occurrence, ever,
of such a finish?

This edition was produced by transcribing directly from the mensural notation of
the manuscript, but more than a few places were beyond my ability to decode and
so the complete edition by Andrew Hughes and Margaret Bent, American Institute
of Musicology, 1969 was an essential reference. The original manuscript is only
very lightly barred, and for many pieces not at all. Hughes and Bent’s edition was
also valuable in deciding on barring to help make the score more readable for
modern players.

Note durations are reduced by half, unlike the Hughes and Bent edition where they
are quartered. I think this helps preserve at least some of the original feeling of
playing this ancient, but remarkable, music.

Dick Yates
Salem, Oregon



Old Hall Manuscript
25. Gloria 20v-21

Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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25. Gloria
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25. Gloria
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25. Gloria
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25. Gloria
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Old Hall Manuscript
43. Ave regina sor

Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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43. Ave regina
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Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)

Old Hall Manuscript
49. Beata progenies 37v-3s
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Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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83. Credo
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83. Credo
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83. Credo
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83. Credo
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Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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84. Credo
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84. Credo
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84. Credo
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84. Credo
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84. Credo
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Old Hall Manuscript
96. Sanctus & Benedictus siv

Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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96. Sanctus & Benedictus

D]
=
[
T QL o o ¢ =
5 |lo o L s || I
r . |
=11 TR i s PR
o
’
o) ALl o oh ¢ ?m N )
m 0} _m LTIR {
Bin N | YH I
il TINT W - 0
LTTR ] |||;
ity
G ol |o 9
? $ e | ’ a, 0 0
) G I 0
Y . -
o) 0 .S ™
q P - - ; Aa -
|| g I Il e Sl ¢
0 )
L
| i T ,
’ 0
o) oL o D
r 3 o
b ' o o 0 ML o
Bes N 11 q
\n [\ @ \ Y Au O O 0
oml N , o o} 0
'il# o TR q ol BN
|0 o} ¥ 1l | &
i 0 D 0 \ N L)
1 e 1R
[
p= |_ O 119 0 BEE 1R 33X
N
SEe BB B8 nQee BB BE nDEe 28 28

21-



Old Hall Manuscript

99. Sanctus & Benedictus s3-s3v
Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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99. Sanctus & Benedictus
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99. Sanctus & Benedictus
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Old Hall Manuscript
109. Sanctus ssv

Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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109. Sanctus
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Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)

Old Hall Manuscript
115. Sanctus & Benedictus 93v-94
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115. Sanctus & Benedictus
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115. Sanctus & Benedictus
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115. Sanctus & Benedictus
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115. Sanctus & Benedictus
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115. Sanctus & Benedictus
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Old Hall Manuscript

133. Agnus Dei 104v-105

Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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133. Agnus Dei
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Old Hall Manuscript

137. Agnus Dei 105v-106

Leonel Power (c. 1380-1445)
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137. Agnus Dei
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Old Hall Manuscript
138. Agnus Dei 106
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