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Introduction

Guillaume de Machaut (1300-1377) was the pre-eminent composer of the late
medieval period. While his best-known work was the Messe de Nostre Dame, the
first complete setting of the mass, he also wrote numerous chansons, rondeaux,
lais, virelais and ballades. The ballades are in two, three and four parts.

This music is remote enough that to modern ears, even those well-accustomed to
Baroque and Renaissance textures and tonality, it can be baffling on first hearing.
With time and repetition, though, the structures, idioms, melodic arcs and cadential
formulas become more familiar and the beauty emerges. This experience is well-
worth the initial difficulty.

The present collection is of the 18 ballades written for three voices found in the
Breitkopf & Hartel edition, here transcribed for three viols: tenor, bass and bass.
The voice ranges are relatively narrow, and so a bass viol could be substituted as
the top voice for most of the ballades.

Dick Yates

Salem, Oregon

August 2024
dick@musicforviols.org
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Ballade 3

On ne porroit penser

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 4

Biauté qui toutes autres pere

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 17

Guillaume de Machaut

Sanz cuer m'en vois

(1300-1377)
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Ballade 19

Amours me fait desirer

Gui

llaume de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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Ballade 20

Je suis aussi com silz

Guillaume de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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Honte, paour, doubtance de meffaire

Ballade 25

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 26

Donnez, seigneurs, donnez a toutes mains Guillaume de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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Ballade 27

Une vipere en cuerma dame

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 28

Je puis trop bien madame

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 29

De triste cuer faire joyeusement Guillaume de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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Ballade 30

Pas de toren thies pais

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 32

Ploures, dames, ploures

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 33

Nes que on porroit

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 35

Gais et jolis, lies, chantans

Guillaume de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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Ballade 36

Se pour ce muir qu'Amours Guillaume de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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Ballade 38

Phyton, le mervilleus serpent

Guillaume de Machaut
(1300-1377)
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Ballade 39

Mes esperis se combat a Nature

Guillaume

de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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Ballade 40

Ma chiere dame, a vous mon cuer envoy Guillaume de Machaut

(1300-1377)
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