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Introduction

Claude Le Jeune was a 16"-century Franco-Flemish
composer best known for his collections of musical
settings of psalms. While his four-voice psalm
settings are reasonably well known, with modern
published editions and recordings, those for three
voices are not. Indeed, it is difficult to find any
information at all about them beyond facsimiles of the
edition published eight years after his death in 1608,
and from which this edition was produced.

Although his musical output included a Mass setting,
: : J chansons, madrigals and motets, in the later decades
of his life he focused almost exclusively on psalm settings. The earlier works were
notable for their use of musique mesurée, in which the music reflected the exact
stress accents of the French language. But the psalm settings look back to earlier
Renaissance counterpoint where the texts are important but their rhythmic
connection to the music is looser. In the 1608 edition the placement of the lyrics is
sometimes, at best, ambiguous melismas being the opposite of musique mesurée.
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The psalm texts are taken from settings done by the early French poets Clément
Marot (1496-1544) and Théodore de Béze (1519-1605). Interested players may
want to learn more about the texts and their use in the 16" -century as song lyrics,
and for Le Jeune’s polyphonic settings in particular, at Dick Wursten’s website
www.clementmarot.com.

The scores you find here were prepared directly by transcription from the 1608
edition facsimile where they appear as separate parts, not in full score. The
facsimile is quite readable, with only a small number of errors that I could detect,
and a not insurmountable number of mensural notation conventions to decode,

notably:



the baritone clef:

binary ligatures: | % '_...e_.r..

- —_—
and episodic changes to triple time and no bar lines:
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The present edition is available for several different combinations of three viols —
see www.musicforviols.org for all versions. The ranges of the parts, and their total
range, are narrow enough to permit the arrangement of easily playable scores.

Dick Yates
dick@musicforviols.org
October 2024
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