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Notes

There is scant biographical information available about Eliseo Ghibel. The Choral
Public Domain Library project, www.cpdl.org, says only that “Ghibel’s career can
be partially traced though the dedications of his books, signed 1546, 1548 & 1554
from Naples. The 1565 book alludes to an unhappy residence 1558-61 at Messina,
and in 1581 he is maestro di cappella at SS Sacramento in Ancona, after which he
disappears from the record.”

We do know from surviving publications and manuscripts that he was a prolific
composer of madrigals and motets, mostly for five voices, and had selections
included in contemporary collections along with better-known composers such as
Arcadelt and Willaert.

Modern transcriptions of his music are quite scarce, considering the high quality of
his compositions. The small number of individual pieces available from his
collection I/ Primo Libro de Madrigali, A Tre Voci warranted a rather long project
of bringing the scores into modern notation by relying on a facsimile of the
original part books. Specifically, these are from the second edition published by
Antonio Gardano in 1552. The facsimile is available on imslp.com and is
exceptionally clear and nearly entirely free of errors (that I could detect).

The three voices are closely set and pitched roughly as SAT, SSA, SAA or AAT
and so they lend themselves to several combinations of viols. I have made two
editions available at www.musicforviols.org: one for treble-treble-tenor and one,
transposed a fourth or a fifth lower, for tenor-tenor-bass viol consort. For many of
the pieces it is possible to substitute a bass viol on the lowest line in the second
collection, or a tenor viol for one of the trebles in the first collection, but those
experiments are yet to be made. Explore!

The intent behind both collections is to provide highly practical, readable, and
technically accessible full scores for viol players. The only editorial additions,
beyond the correction of a few duration errors (devilishly hard to track down when
transcribing from unbarred part books!), is to add ficta sharps or naturals where
they seem to be implied. These are always set in parentheses. Feel free to ignore
them and make your own choices if they do not seem right to you.

Dick Yates
www.musicforviols.org
October 2024
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1. Nel bel regno d’amore

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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2. Madonna s’io potesse
Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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3. Chiare fresche et dolci acque
Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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4. Irato a sdegno

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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5. Tu dormi et amor veglia

Madrigali a 3 voci, Libro 1

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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6. Luce de gli occhi miei
Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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7. Li sfrenati desiri

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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8. Philida mia

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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9. Tirrhena mia

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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10. Nuova angeletta
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11. Nella stagion novella
Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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12. Madonna io son un medico

Madrigali a 3 voci, Libro 1

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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13. Donne che di saper tanto vi cale
Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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14. Quel anellato crine
Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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15. Pentite amore

Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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16. Donna se in voi se trova
Eliseo Ghibel (1520-1581)
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