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Introduction 
Although Jacques Arcadelt gets top (and only) billing on the title page of this collection, he 
actually wrote only six of the 31 pieces that it contains. Perhaps he selected or edited the other 
pieces, or maybe he was just the most famous, and thus most commercially viable, of the 
composers.  

The lineup for the 1559 edition is slightly different from that of 1542, but still contains an 
assortment of three voice Italian madrigals, French chansons and Latin motets all of which sit 
quite comfortably on viols. 

The present edition was transcribed directly from the excellent facsimile that is at imslp.com. 
The facsimile is of separate parts and without bar lines, but has only a very small number of 
errors that I was able to detect. 

 

The vocal parts have, for the most part, narrow and close-set ranges that permit a wide variety 
of combinations of viols. This can make it a puzzle to sort out which instruments to assign and 
which keys to use. The possibilities multiply almost endlessly. While for other, similar 
collections I have made several versions to accommodate different combinations of viols, for 
this edition the approach is different. All 31 pieces are presented with treble, treble and alto 
clefs and so would most usually be played by treble, treble and tenor viol consort, but many of 
the voices are suitable for other size instruments. This does mean that tenor players may need to 
read treble clef or bass players alto clef, but these are fairly common circumstances for those 
two. The table of contents lists each of the staves in the score and the instruments that fit that 
part. As the primary goal of this edition is to provide a clear, practical, easily accessible and 
technically uncomplicated score for a wide range of players, I have been conservative in 
making those recommendations. Thus, none of the parts, for any of the assigned instruments, 
requires playing above the fifth fret. The treble and tenor parts avoid the sixth string with a 
couple of rare exceptions. More skilled and adventurous players may find that they can play 
nearly everything using only the tenor or bass viol and they are certainly welcome to do so!  

Dick Yates 
dick@musicforviols.org 
October 2024 

https://imslp.org/wiki/Madrigali_a_3_voci%2C_Libro_1_(Arcadelt%2C_Jacob)
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